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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

April 10, 2013 

 

 

The April 10, 2013 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by 

Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were Council Members Denny Peterson, Jeff Duraine, 

Bill Krebs & Jessie Messina. City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith, Jr., 

Engineer Larry Bohrer, Planner Dean Johnson and Deputy Clerk Emmy Robinson. 

 

Absent:  None.  

 

Also in attendance were:   Pat Preiner, Jesse Preiner, Myron Organ, Dick and Jan Stiers, Kevin 

Concord, Pam Wolowski, Cindy & Nathan Siebenaler, Rick Robinson, Dan Mike, Bob Farinella, Jody 

Krebs and Paul Ringell Forest Lake Times. 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting - 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 
3. Motion - Agenda Approval with Additions 

4. Motion - Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 03/27/13 

5. Motion - Pay Bills as Posted 

 

Motion by Krebs to approve the consent agenda.  Second by Peterson.  Motion carries.  

C. PRESENTATIONS 

6.  PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT (PAGES 18-19) 

Commissioner Andy Anderson presented for the Planning Commission tonight.   

 

7.  Motion - Swenson (7643 Camp 3 Road) Interim Use Permit Request (Pages 1-10) PC13-102 

Mr. Swenson sells approximately 4 cars per month and has operated this business for 12 years.  

Auto repairs are only done on the cars being sold.  The barn is assessed as commercial.  The 

Planning Commission made a motion to forward to the City Council the application of Tom 

Swenson for an Interim Use Permit to operate a Residential Zone Business at 7643 Camp Three 

Road NE, with a recommendation for approval based on the Conditions in the Resolution that was 

included in their agenda packet.  The action is approval of the resolution on page 6 of the agenda 

packet.  

 

The applicant Tom Swenson approached.  Council Member Peterson asked if he does oil changes if 

asked if Mr. Swenson has a hazardous waste license from the county.  It was noted that this is 

included in the conditions; Mr. Swenson will need to follow up with the county.  The City 

Administrator will give Mr. Swenson the phone number for hazardous waste at the county.   

 

A question was asked as to why Mr. Swenson is asking to have 20 cars when sales are 4 per month.   

Mr. Swenson said he needs to be able to store 20 cars.  
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Motion ADM 05000 by Duraine to approve Resolution 13-06 Approving an Interim Use Permit 

for the Operation of a Residential Zone Business at 7643 Camp Three Road (PC13-102).  Second 

by Messina.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - nay; 

Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Conditions for Tom Swenson for an Interim Use Permit (PC13-102) to operate Residential Zone 

Business at 7643 Camp Three Road NE: 

1. The City Council hereby issues an interim use permit (the “Permit”) to Applicant for the 

operation of a used car dealership (the “Residential Zone Business”) at 7643 Camp 3 Road, 

subject to the following terms and conditions: 

a. The Residential Zone Business shall comply with and be subject to all of the provisions 

of the City’s Zoning Ordinance regarding Residential Zone Businesses, including, but 

not limited to, the provisions of Section 7A-806.  

b. The Permit shall be valid for a term of five (5) years from the date of this Resolution, 

subject to earlier expiration or revocation as otherwise provided herein.  

c. The Residential Zone Business shall be limited to the sale of used cars and light trucks 

(no heavy trucks or machinery) and some light repair work for the purpose of preparing 

vehicles for sale (e.g. changing of tires, headlights, oil).  No body work, engine work, 

transmission work, brake work, painting, or other more intensive repair work shall be 

permitted in connection with the Residential Zone Business.  In addition, no handling of 

hazardous materials, including petroleum products, shall be permitted in connection 

with the Residential Zone Business, except as necessary to carryout oil changes as 

permitted hereunder.  The Property shall in no event be operated as a salvage yard. 

d. All vehicle inventory, parts, and other material or debris associated with the Residential 

Zone Business shall be stored indoors out of public view.  All vehicle inventory shall be 

fully operable prior to being brought upon the Property. 

e. Absolutely no outdoor display or storage of vehicle inventory shall be permitted. 

f. Immediately upon the expiration or earlier revocation of the current Permit, the 

Applicant shall, at his sole expense, repair the Property to meet current City Zoning 

Code Regulations. 

g. The Residential Zone Business shall be operated only within the 52’ by 76’ barn 

existing on the Property.  Business hours shall be limited to Monday through Saturday, 

from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

h. The Residential Zone Business shall not generate odors, gases, hazardous waste, fumes, 

or other conditions that interfere with or infringe upon the quiet possession and 

enjoyment of surrounding properties.   

i. The Applicant shall be permitted to affix one non-illuminated wall sign not to exceed 

two square feet in area for the purpose of advertising the Residential Zone Business.   

j. No other business shall be conducted upon the Property.   

k. The Applicant, its employees, agents, and assigns shall comply with all local, State, and 

federal laws, regulations, and ordinances in the conduct of the Residential Zone 

Business. 

l. Prior to commencing operation of the Residential Zone Business, Applicant shall pay 

all costs and expenses incurred by the City in reviewing Applicant’s application for the 

interim use permit, including reasonable attorney’s fees and consultant fees.   

m. Should traffic concerns arise the City Council reserves the right to re-open the Interim 

Use Permit for review. 
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n. The applicant is required to present a copy of the Minnesota Motor Vehicle Dealer 

License to the City forty-five (45) days after the approval of this resolution and each 

year anniversary date thereafter.   

o. Applicant must contact Anoka County Environmental Services to establish whether a 

permit is needed for hazardous waste disposal.   

 

2. In the event the City Council determines, in its sole discretion, that the Residential Zone 

Business is not being conducted in accordance with any term or condition contained herein, the 

Permit may be revoked by the City Council upon proper notice and a hearing.  The City shall 

notify the State licensing authorities that have issued licenses in connection with the Residential 

Zone Business of any such revocation.  

3. Applicant shall be obligated to pay all costs and expenses incurred by the City in connection 

with any proceeding to revoke the Permit, including reasonable attorney’s fees and consultant 

fees. 

4. The Permit provided herein is issued solely for the benefit of the Applicant and may not be 

sold, assigned, or otherwise transferred in any manner whatsoever. 

 

8.  Motion - Quad 35 Transportation Presentation — County Road 54 Alignment (Pages 11-17 & Enclosure) 

Presentations were made to the Planning Commission by the City’s Engineer, Planner and Anoka County 

Engineer Doug Fischer, discussion took place resulting in a motion by the Planning Commission to 

recommend to the City Council adoption of the straight road alignment (Alignment D) with Inset A 

(attached).  Other recommendations the PC would want the City Council to consider would be that 

the new CR54 be a two-lane road with no medians; that there are left turns in and out of properties 

(right out is assumed allowed); that there is a dissolution of old County Road 54 once the new road 

is in place; and that a speed analysis be done at a time closer to the start of the project.   Memo’s 

from Resource Strategies Corporation dated March 29, 2013 (Planner) and TKDA dated March 29, 

2013 were included in the agenda packet.  

 

The Planner and Engineer recommended the straight alignment because it preserved the maximum 

development potential to the city’s property.   

 

Mr. Fischer, Anoka County Engineer was asked to approach for questions.   

A question was posed as to whether the city is swapping the old road for the new road and then 

what happens to the access to properties if the old road is removed?   

Mr. Fischer said whether the old road stays or not, doesn’t change anything.   The county road will be the 

new road on the new alignment, the city would not have maintenance cost for any remnant road that is left 

over the cost share would stay the same.  The road costs are primarily the cost of the county, in re-

development areas a lot of the road construction is usually done as part of the redevelopment of that area.  If 

the old road goes away legal access would have to be provided to the properties that abut the (new) road.   

 

If the old road is removed what happens to the utilities and easements that already exist on the old 

road?  

The Engineer explained that the utilities would not be moved, even if the pavement was removed the city 

still needs to retain a utility easement at least to maintain utilities in that area.  The Engineer said he would 

expect that most of old CR54 remain.  Mr. Fisher added that if there is ability to serve properties other than 

the county road that’s where the access to properties would be.  The Engineer said there are sewer 
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manholes; water vales, etc. and there is routine maintenance on the utilities and then there is emergency 

access needed.  There would not be a problem on a utility easement if parking lots were paved over that as 

long as the city continues to have access to those utilities.  If the parking lots get switched to grass it makes 

direct access more difficult, such as in the winter snow would not be plowed, etc.   

 

How would people on the west side (left side) of the purple line be delivered sewer and water?  

On the west side, those utilities would either be brought in from Zurich Street or Lake Drive (CR23).  The 

Engineer explained that properties on the north of Lake Drive have direct access currently from Lake 

Drive.  The City Administrator added that the lot size in the commercial retail district is one-half acre.   

 

If someone wants to subdivide a property, will they be allowed 1 access to new CR54 or would they 

be allowed multiple accesses to the new CR 54? 

No, if the existing parcels subdivide, during the review process consolidated access would be expected.  

Mr. Fischer said the county’s concern is to provide the fewest number of accesses to serve, but access must 

be provided.   

 

Mayor Dave Povolny asked Mr. Fischer for his personal preference between the curved design and 

straight?  

Mr. Fisher said that from an Engineering standard either design could work.  The reports Mr. Fisher wrote 

were based on costs and function.  The Attorney added that during staff evaluation an internal evaluation 

was conducted with an in-house appraiser and that determination is there is a minimum impact of 

$855,000 in value on the city owned land of the Alternative B, which is a significant impact on value of 

city owned land.   

 

A question was asked as to the right of way by the Race Track and if all questions have been 

resolved regarding the straight alignment design.   

Bob Farinella, General Manager Running Aces Harness Park approached.   

The Planner explained that there were three questions raised:  

1. Releasing an easement on the north end of the current parking lot (at Running Aces Harness Park) The 

Planner stated that the questions were all addressed in an email that he received.  In discussions, the Race 

Track was in favor of eliminating the easement and providing what easements would be on their property 

in that exchange for the straight alignment road option.   

 

2.  What is required for right of way and how that relates to city code requirements, the distance to the 

Stiers property and the access road for RAHP.   

It was determined that there is sufficient right of way to the Stiers property, a smaller amount of space to 

the RAHP’s access road.  The response by RAHP was that they felt they have options to get access in this 

area with the straight road alignment option.   

 

3.  The re-location of the billboard (not the RAHP dynamic sign) which is on a private easement south of 

their free standing sign.   

Mr. Farinella didn’t express a concern regarding this and based on an email received from Mr. Farinella, 

NMHI thought they could work out all issues based on the straight alignment.  

 

Mr. Farinella re-iterated the responses regarding the questions and confirmed that NMHI could work 

within the requirements needed for the straight alignment of the road.  

 

Mayor Dave Povolny concluded the discussion by saying that the CR54 issue should be left out of the 

motion as it is irrelevant to the selection of which alignment is made at this time.   
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Mr. Farinella was asked for his opinion, and he said the straight through alignment is more appealing and 

he didn’t see any issues with the proximity of the right of way to the track (horses).  

 

The Engineer added that the right of way is not the same as the edge of the road.  All the computations and 

drawings have been based on 120 foot wide right of way and whether the council makes a 

recommendation on a 2 lane or 4 lane road in the future doesn’t change the right of way width.   

 

Motion PWE 01200 HRA 01200 by Messina to approve the straight road alignment (Alignment D).  

Second by Peterson.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; 

Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Mr. Stiers asked to speak at this time.  The Attorney reminded the council and audience that this is not a 

public hearing and anyone speaking is at the Mayors discretion.  

 

Mr. Stiers said he heard numbers on how destructive this alignment is on the city property, but said no 

studies were done on his property; in addition he was concerned that without knowing the exact location of 

new CR54 he would have difficulty selling his property or making improvements.  Mr. Stiers asked for 

more detail and exact property line locations.   

 

Mayor Dave Povolny responded that this plan is constructive for this area and Mr. Stier’s property.  The 

Attorney addressed the request for more exact details by saying that this is a preliminary drawing to give 

the county direction at this time.   The Engineer added that this decision will allow the county to finish the 

study and produce a more detailed study which will be more useful to future developers.  Mr. Fischer 

added that until the road is expected to be built the final drawings will not be produced.  The Attorney 

added that if Mr. Stiers or a developer comes in the city will provide an answer.   

 

Mr. Stiers asked for a copy of the Engineer’s report that was given to the Planning Commission at their last 

meeting.   

A copy of the report was given to Mr. Stiers during the meeting tonight.  

 

(A copy of the Engineer’s report, Alternative D straight road alignment preliminary design and inset are 

included at the end of the minutes.)  

 

Planning Commission Public Open Forum 

Planning Commissioner Anderson said that during the Planning Commission Public Open Forum Mr. 

Stiers had several questions which most have been addressed tonight. One question that went unanswered 

is if the old road is moved who will pay for the relocation of the fire hydrants.  

The Engineer said that as stated earlier this evening the preference would be the old road stays in place.  

Commissioner Anderson said that the Planning Commission felt that by removing the old road, access 

would have to be given to current business owners on the new road.   

 

10.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

Mr. Stiers, 4529 Erie Lane, Stacy, MN. 

Mr. Stiers said that at the March 13
th

 City Council meeting it was brought to the 

Council’s attention that Columbus was a harsh place to do business  and at that time 

specifics were not given but were requested by the Council .  Mr. Stiers asked if he 

could give some specifics.  

Mayor Dave Povolny clarified that the complaint then dealt with building permit 
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costs, inspections and construction.  

Following were Mr. Stiers concerns:  

1. When the race track was built  it  was said that traffic issues would be addressed, 

he feels there was poor planning at that time.  

2.  The road will destroy his property, he has owned the property for 30 years and 

he sees that coming to an end and feels there’s nothing he can do.  

3. In the last 30 years there was the township, the city and now the city has 

property for development and feels the city is in direct competition with private 

property owners.  Mr. Stiers said he expects the road will come down over his 

property.  

4. Last May there was an afternoon meeting showing the road alignment with the 

120 feet, Mr. Stiers said that there were comments made regarding his property 

and the race track location that he felt were unfriendly.  

5. When Muddy Paws application was processed there was pressure to hookup to 

sewer which he felt was unwarranted.  In addition there were other requirements 

that seemed unfriendly.  

 

Responses were made to Mr. Stiers comments: 

1. There was road planning at the time the track application was processed, 

however the current  re-route of CR54 is not due to the traffic at the track, it is due 

to the proximity of CR54 to the Freeway entrance and Lake Drive.  A history of the 

location of CR54 (West Freeway Drive) was given at this time with the explanation 

that the road was actually in place before the freeway was built.   

 

5. Mayor Dave Povolny said the code was amended to a llow this use in a fairly 

quick manner, which was a friendly gesture on the City’s part .   The Attorney added 

that this is a very unusual streamlined action that benefitted Mr. Stiers property.   

 

Jody Krebs, 7509 172
nd

 Ave, Columbus, MN 

Planning Commissioner Krebs wanted to clarify there was a cost analysis study 

done for the Stiers property.  Maintenance of CR 54 by the city was considered by 

the Planning Commission when they recommended dissolution of the road.  

 

9.  GATE WEST OF ZODIAC ON CAMP 3 DISCUSSION WITH DNR (PAGE 20) 

An aerial of the road to the cul-de-sac for foot travel access to Carlos Avery Wildlife 

Management Area at Camp Three/Zodiac Street was included in the agenda packet.  Council 

Member Peterson asked if a gate could be installed closer to Zodiac Street, he had a call from a 

resident regarding this request due to high traffic in the area, possible unlawful activities at the 

parking lot and trash dumping in the area.  Council Member Peterson said he spoke with the 

Sheriff who agreed this is an area that should be closed off.   The City Administrator gave a 

history of the Yost property and access required at this time and said a discussion with the DNR 

regarding gating and maintenance would be needed.  In addition a public hearing for vacating a 

road would be required.  The city has maintained this road.  The direction was for staff to 

research vacating the road and report back.  

 

Kevin Concord and Nathan Siebernaler, both residents in the area came forward and stated they 

were in favor of closing the road.  

 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 
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11. ENGINEER REPORT 

FEMA Letter (Pages 21-23) 

A letter dated March 15, 2013 regarding Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning, of 

flood risk (Risk MAP) discovery meetings was included in the agenda packet.  The 

action is direction regarding whether staff should attend.  

 

The Engineer explained that in 2011 a Preliminary flood insurance Study Report and Flood 

Insurance Rate Map for Anoka County, Minnesota and Incorporated Areas was up for review and 

comment.  A 90 day comment period was to be allowed for review of the documents but was not 

held, instead the Risk Map discovery meetings are being held.  The Engineer would like to attend 

and would like direction to do so.   

 

The new maps will help the citizens of Columbus; the current maps being used are 

from the 1980’s and it is difficult to tell where the flood plain lines are .  The new 

maps will more accurately show where the floodplain line is.  

 

Motion PWE 00500 by Messina to approve the Engineer attending the FEMA Risk Map 

discovery meeting.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; 

Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Sewer Metering issue  

Council Member Duraine asked if the Engineer heard anything regarding the 

metering problem with the Metropolitan Council’ s sewer system resulting in a 

refund in Forest Lake and Hugo.   

 

The Engineer will follow up and report back.  

 

12. ATTORNEY REPORT 

Midcontinent Cable meeting 

The council directed the Attorney to schedule a meeting with Midcontinent to discuss 

cable access in Columbus.  The meeting is scheduled for April 18
th

 at 2p.m.  Two (2) 

council members can attend this meeting.  The purpose is to talk about service 

coverage for homes and businesses in Columbus.  Mr. Grogan who represents the 

Forest Lake Cable Commission will not be in attendance.  Mayor Dave Povolny and 

Council Member Duraine will attend.  Council Member Duraine asked if someone 

from the negotiation team at the cable commission could also attend, the consensus 

was to allow one person to attend from the negotiation team.   

 

Racino 

Due to the funding shortfall with pull tabs , racino seems to have gained interest  again 

at the legislature.  Julie Perrus will be following this at the legislature.  

 

13. MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEMBER'S REPORT 

 

Council Member Peterson 

Suggestion Box   

Another email was received regarding 141
st

 Ave and again there was no contact 

information provided.  City staff investigated and found the road to be in good condition  
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making the complaint seem unwarranted.  Council Member Peterson would like to change 

it so an email address is mandatory.   

There was discussion regarding whether not remaining anonymous will affect the use of 

the suggestion box, what to do if bogus email  addresses are given if that field is 

mandatory and the use of the suggestion box as a complaint mechanism.  The Attorney 

said code complaints should not be taken over the website.  The direction was if a bogus 

email is given the suggestion/complaint should be discarded.   

 

Motion ADM 02900 by Peterson to make the email address field on the suggestion box 

screen mandatory on the website.  Second by Messina.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; 

Messina - nay; Duraine - nay; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

If a person wishes to remain anonymous then the process would be for the person to 

personally come in to the office with the suggestion/complaint.  

 

Council Member Messina 

Council Member Messina attended the Planning Commission meeting last week and felt 

that planning for the roads the city has pursued over the past almost 2 years was carefully 

thought out.   

 

At the last city council meeting Council Member Messina was approached by people 

supporting writing a letter to the Racing Commission thanking them for their support of 

allowing Running Aces Harness Park to retain their license.  Council Member Messina 

also wanted to encourage people to use public open forum for such comments.   

 

It was noted that the letter would be sent to all the Racing Commission members.  

 

Motion ADM 02900 by Messina to direct staff to draft a letter to the racing commission.  

Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs 

- aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Council Member Duraine  

Notre Dame and Broadway Ave intersection  

A resident called and asked for traffic controls on Notre Dame and Broadway 

Avenue because it is  a busy intersection with buses coming and going  to the 

elementary school .   The City Administrator said an overlay project is planned for 

Broadway Avenue this year and property owners are being approached regarding 

easements for the road, the county is not buying easements and therefore this is  

voluntary on the part  of the property owner.  Council  Member Duraine asked if 

turn lanes could be added at that intersection in both directions because of the 

buses going to Columbus elementary.   The City Administrator will  talk to the 

county regarding the project  and adding turn lanes.  Council Member Duraine 

volunteered to contact property owners if  needed.  

Sirens 

Sirens were offered to Scandia and they accepted them  

CR 14 

The park and ride is  delayed until next year.  

 

Council Member Krebs  



 

April 10, 2013  City of Columbus 
City Council 

9 of 14 

No report.   

 

Mayor Dave Povolny  

No report.   

 

14. Deputy Clerk Report 

Anoka County Broadband Project 

The Deputy City Clerk attended the Anoka County Broadband Project Technical 

meeting last week where an update was given on the status of the project.  It  is 

estimated that entities can begin testing; a go-live date has not been established at 

this point but is expected soon.  Some cities are still  having difficulty obtai ning 

internet services from private providers.  No one has come forward to connect to 

the network at this time to provide services.  (Logis, Ties, Roseville will be 

providing services for their customers).  250 miles of cable construction was 

expected to be completed within the next couple weeks.  143 of the 145 locations 

have equipment installed at this time.  

 

City Administrator's Report 

Public Safety (Police) Task Force Update 

A message was put on the reader board for the task force.  There has been no interest 

shown in joining the task force.   

 

Anoka County Board of Commissioners 

Each year the Anoka County Board of Commissioners hold traveling meetings.  The 

next county board meeting will be at 9:30 am on May 14
th

 at Columbus City Hall.   

 

Planning Commission land Use Workshop 

The workshop schedules were presented to the Planning Commission members  at the 

last meeting and the request is direction as to whether the Planning Commission can 

attend.  

The direction of the council was to allow the Planning Commission members to attend 

the training sessions.  

 

Arbor Day 

Arbor Day is May 4
th

 at 10 am, everyone is encouraged to attend.  There will be a 

flyer on the website and the flyer will be delivered in the Peach on April 28
th

 , an 

announcement will also be made on the city’s reader board.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Disbursements $46,819.80 

Receipts: $454,442.71 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fund Transfer 

A transfer of the negative balance from the Trunk Sewer Construction Fund to Fund 



 

April 10, 2013  City of Columbus 
City Council 

10 of 14 

341 Trunk Sewer Revenue Fund is being requested.  The action is approval of the 

transfer.  

 

Motion FIN 03400 by Krebs to approve the transfer of the negative balance of 

$206,354.54 from the Trunk Sewer Construction Fund to the Trunk Sewer Revenue 

Fund 341.  Second by Peterson.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; 

Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 
 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 Planning Commission Mtg. 04/17/2013 7:00 p.m.  

 Calendar of Meeting (Page 24) 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn. Second by Peterson.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Emilia S. Robinson  

Deputy Clerk 
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TKDA MEMO PAGE 1 
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TKDA MEMO PAGE 2 
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ALTERNATIVE D 
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INSET A 

 

 


