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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

March 27, 2013 

 

 

The March 27, 2013 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:03 

p.m. by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were Council Members Denny Peterson, 

Jeff Duraine, Bill Krebs & Jessie Messina. City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill 

Griffith, Jr., and Deputy Clerk Emmy Robinson. 

 

Absent:  None. 

 

Also in attendance were:   Myron Organ, Garth Sternberg, Mary Preiner, Pat Preiner, Rick 

Robinson, Mark Daly, Dave Schueler, Jim Fraley, Jerry Auge, & Lloyd Rehbein, Mike Boland, 

Jesse Preiner, Ryan Stark, and Dan Mike, Paul Ringell Forest Lake Times. 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting - 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 

3. Motion - Agenda Approval with Additions 

4. Motion - Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 03/13/13 

5. Motion - Pay Bills as Posted 

6. Motion - Wildwood Forestry Consulting Contract (Pages 1-3) 

 

Motion by Krebs to approve the consent agenda including CON 00050 Wildwood 

Forestry Consulting Contract.  Second by Peterson.  Motion Carried.  

 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

7.  PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

Quad 35 Transportation Plan 

Garth Sternberg presented for the Planning Commission tonight.  The Planning 

Commission heard presentations from the City Engineer, Planner and Anoka County 

Engineer Doug Fisher regarding plans for the re-alignment of CR54.  The Planning 

Commission made a motion that staff gathers additional information for their next 

meeting.  Mr. Sternberg said the Planning Commission was generally in favor of the 

straight alignment presented, however speed limits are still an issue to be addressed .   

 

8.  PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION/MOTION - PW UTILITY TRUCK PROJECT 

(ENCLOSURE) 

A memo dated March 22, 2013 regarding replacement of the F-150 Truck was included 

in the agenda packet.  The Public Works Advisory Board made a motion to replace the 

F150 and possibly sell it to the Parks department.   

The entire Public Works Advisory Board was in attendance, Dave Schueler and Jim 

Fraley (Public Works Superintendent) presented.  This truck would be used as the tow 

vehicle for the skid steer loader, the crane is for pulling pumps as lift stations and the 

truck is expected to be used daily.  Mayor Dave Povolny suggested having ―Sync‖ on 
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the commercial vehicle, the PW Superintendent will investigate adding this option if it 

is not already included.  This vehicle replacement was in the budget for this year and 

the cost is under budget.  Other companies do not have comparable models to this.  

There was discussion regarding adding a spray in liner, no direction was given to 

proceed.   

 

Motion FIN 00400 by Peterson to approve the Public Works Advisory Board 

recommendation to purchase a 2013 Ford F-450 – 4x4 gas powered truck with a 

Knapheide utility box with crane for a total package price of $54,621.48 plus sales tax.  

Second by Messina.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; 

Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

The Council thanked the Public Works Advisory Board for their work and their 

participation with the city.   

 

9.  DISCUSSION/MOTION — PUBLIC WORKS BLDG QUOTES (PAGES 440) 

A report from litigation regarding the HVAC systems in the Public Works building was 

included in the agenda packet.  At the February 27
th

 City Council meeting staff was 

directed to have 3 contractors submit quotes and write up the proposal to be presented to 

the council, the council would select a contractor to come in for a presentation.  

 

Council Member Peterson asked for an explanation as to why this (condensation) 

continues to be a problem and thinks that there is still a problem with the vapor barrier  

that should be addressed with the contractor.  Mayor Dave Povolny explained that there 

is excessive moisture from the trucks which creates a high relative humidity inside the 

shop area and he referred to the explanation given on page 5 of the agenda packet 

regarding this.  The Attorney added that there was a breach in the vapor barrier in the 

roof; however this doesn’t address the moisture load in the building.  It was noted that 

there is not an air exchanger in the building.   

 

There was discussion regarding the quotes and how to proceed.  It was suggested that 

even with a dehumidifier fans would be helpful.  Mayor Dave Povolny suggested the 

proposal from Air Conditioning Associates, Inc.  The City Administrator expressed 

concern regarding whether one dehumidstat would be sufficient.   

 

Motion ADM 03800 by Peterson to accept the quote from Air Conditioning 

Associates, Inc. for $426 to install a dehumidistat for cycling exhaust make up air in 

garage area including wiring and startup.  Second by Messina.  Votes as follows:  

Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion 

Carries. 

 

Direction was also given to the PW Superintendent to obtain quotes for fans for the 

shop from electricians.   

 

10.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

No one came forward for Public Open Forum.  

 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 
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11. ENGINEER REPORT 

Kettle River Blvd. Speed Study (Pages 1-2) 

A letter dated March 6, 2013 regarding the request from a Columbus resident for 

engineering and traffic investigation on CR 62 (Kettle River Blvd) was included in 

the agenda packet additions.  The road is currently 55 miles per hour between the 

intersection with CSAH 18 (Broadway Avenue) and the intersection with the east 

limit of Anoka County and the study revealed it will remain that speed .  

 

Traffic Signal at Zurich and Lake Drive  

At a previous council meeting the Council asked if the light signal at Lake Drive 

and Running Aces Blvd (Zurich Street) could be made into a flashing yellow.  At 

that time, the City Administrator reported that Anoka County said flashing yellow 

lights were not available at the time the light went in and to install one would cost 

$38,000.  The council then asked if a left turn on red sign could be installed 

instead.  The City Administrator investigated and found that i t is illegal in the 

State of Minnesota to make a left turn on red.   

 

12. ATTORNEY REPORT 

Motion - Charitable Gambling Ordinance Clarification Amendments (Page 3) 

An amended ordinance regarding Section 4-807 Contributions of Net profits to the 

city was included in the agenda additions.  The action is approval of the amended 

ordinance.   

 

Motion ADM 05000 by Peterson to adopt Ordinance 13-02 Amending the City of 

Columbus Chapter 4 – Licensing.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - 

aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

EDA – Franchise Agreement negotiations 

The Attorney spoke with Brian Grogan who is representing the Forest Lake Cable 

Commission and Jane Bremmer, who is representing Midcontinent.  The focus to 

date has been to enhance equipment, peg access, and expand cable channels.  The 

Attorney said he explained to both attorney’s that the direction from the Columbus 

EDA was to enhance service to both residential areas where feasible and primarily 

to the commercial areas on Lake Drive and the Freeway District.  T here is an 

interest from Midcontinent to hold a one on one meeting with the city.  The 

request is direction to participate in a meeting with Midcontinent and identify who 

would attend the meeting.   

 

This would be a private meeting; this meeting would not interfere with the 

franchise negotiations nor undermine those negotiations.   

 

The Attorney gave several examples of items in the agreement currently being 

proposed that may not be in line with the direction of the EDA.  The consensus is 

it would be better to be pro-active at this time instead of waiting for the final 

agreement and try to make changes then.   

 

It was noted that Columbus’ agreement may need to and can be different from 

Scandia’s or Forest Lake’s.   
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The consensus was to direct the Attorney to hold a meeting with Midcontinent.  It 

was determined that once the meeting has been scheduled the participants and 

location will be determined.   

 

13. MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEMBER'S REPORT 

 

Council Member Peterson 

Website 

Council Member Peterson asked why a name or email address is not required on 

the website suggestion box and he thinks at least name and address should be 

mandatory.   

 

The Attorney said there is a protection for code based complaints so they can be 

made without the person identifying themselves, whereas on public record, such as 

public open forum the policy can require the name and address.   

 

It was noted that the website requests users to enter their contact information so 

the city can respond.  The consensus was this achieves what Council Member 

Peterson is asking for and no direction was given  to change the suggestion box.  

 

Council Member Messina 

No report.  

 

Council Member Duraine  

Cable Commission 

The Cable commission meeting was held last  week.  They decided to do some 

contractual  work as t ime permits.  A sheet was distributed from Midcontinent  

regarding improvements to their network.  DVD sales were $6,000 last year. 

Subscriptions were down last month.   

 

Rush Line 

The Metropolitan Council will continue Route 285 (to St. Paul) and will 

evaluate its use on an ongoing basis.   A 300 space park  and ride is expected to 

open at CR 14.  

 

Council Member Krebs  

Tree Board 

Council Member Krebs attended the Tree Board meeting; they are getting 

ready for Arbor Day scheduled for May 4
t h

.   They are spending about $2100 

on the event and they are in the process of purchasing trees from Bachman’s .    

 

Mayor Dave Povolny  

Mayor Dave Povolny said that  by a narrow vote the Racing Commission  did 

not revoke Running Aces Harness Park ’s license .    

 

Council Member Krebs suggested a letter be sent thanking the Racing 

Commission for their decision.  There was no direction given to write a letter.  
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14. Deputy Clerk Report 

No report.  

 

15. City Administrator's Report 

Report & Recommendation Personnel Committee — PC Interviews 

Two interviews were conducted and both candidates said they liked the format of the 

interview process.  The Personnel Committee’s recommendation is to appoint Pam 

Wolowski and if there is another opening within a year, there would be an automatic 

appointment of Mark Daly to the vacancy. In addition both candidates were asked if they 

would serve on another committee.  Mr. Daly was asked if he would serve on the EDA.   

 

Motion ADM 01100 by Messina to accept the recommendation of the Personnel 

committee to appoint Pam Wolowski to the Planning Commission and if there is 

another opening within a year, there would be an automatic appointment of Mark Daly 

to the vacancy.  Second by Duraine.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; 

Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Council Member Duraine suggested that candidates be given the interview questions 

before the interview. The direction of the council was to provide candidates with the 

questions before the interview.  

 

Park Advisory Board Application (Pages 4 – 6) 

Marilyn Didling submitted an application for the Park Board.  The action is to 

appoint Marilyn to the Park Board.  

 

Motion ADM 01100 by Messina to appoint Marilyn Didling to the Park Board.  

Second by Peterson.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - 

aye; Krebs - nay; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Dennis Hegberg Property 

The City Administrator gave a brief review of the request by Mr. Hegberg 

regarding his property on Howard Lake Drive.  The City Administrator called Mr. 

Hegberg to tell him the DNR was not interested in purchasing his property and at 

that time Mr. Hegberg asked the City to write a letter that the City was not 

interested in his parcel of property on Howard Lake Drive for park purposes.  The 

Attorney said the council does not have to give direction and the minutes could 

reflect this.  Council Member Peterson said he did not feel this should be done  as 

there may be a difference in opinion with future councils, Council Member Krebs 

agreed.  No direction was given regarding this request.   

 

Senior Center Transition Task Force Update 

The Senior Center Transition Task Force has met twice, the last meeting is scheduled for 

April 9
th

 at which time a recommendation will be made to the City Council.  At this time 

proposals are being prepared for the next meeting.  

 

Public Safety (Police) Task Force Update 

Last year during budget discussions the council asked that a task force be 
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assembled.  The City Administrator would like to use the Planning Commission 

meetings as the forum for these meetings.  The Planning Commission members 

would be the basis of the membership and other volunteers could be added.  At this 

time one Planning Commission member has agreed to be on the committee.  Mayor 

Dave Povolny said he would like to be involved, but would also li ke to involve 

other Mayors in the area.   

The committee will consist of: 

 5 to 7 members. (Council Member Peterson, Andy Anderson, Council 

Member Messina) 

 Minutes will be taken.  

 The meetings would be held on Tuesday or Thursday, most likely Tuesdays 

since the Park Board already meets on Thursdays.  

 Advertising for members will be placed in the paper.  

 The FL Times reporter will include something about the committee in his 

next article.   

 

Motion - Park Worker (Page 11) 

The City Administrator gave a background of the history of the position including 

the direction by council to ask the current lawn mowing vendor to perform some of 

the Park Worker tasks.  The Park Worker task list was reviewed by the City 

Administrator and PW Superintendent to determine which tasks could be contracted 

out.  The contracted portion of the task list came in under budget.  

 

A Park & Grounds 2013 Task List outlining the tasks performed by the contractor 

and those that would be performed by the Public Works Department  was included 

in the agenda packet.   

 

Ryan Stark with RVS Turf and Snow was in attendance to answer questions.  The 

time period for the work is from April 1
st

 through October 15
th

, 2013.  Mr. Stark 

said he estimated $8,250 for field maintenance for marking and dragging twice a 

week.  RVS will use their own equipment; no city equipment will be used.  

The City will supply: 

 Garbage bags  

 Doggie bags 

 Water to fill RVS’s water tank 

 Chalk 

 Dirt for fields 

 Drags for the fields 

 

The Park weekly maintenance is scheduled for Mondays and Thursdays, but is not 

limited to that.   

 

The Attorney said a vendor contract would be drawn up including a complaint 

process.   

 

Motion HRS 03300 by Krebs to hire RVS Turf and Snow for the Park & Grounds 

2013 Task List as depicted on page 11 of the agenda packet subject to execution of 

the contract from the Attorney.  Second by Peterson.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - 
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aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

A question was asked if a log can be kept of the hours spent on grooming the ball 

fields.  Mr. Stark said he’s bidding a job and keeping a log is difficult.  Mr. Stark said 

he reviews the workload at the end of a season and proposals can be taken in the future 

and added that the city will realize savings because he is using his own equipment and 

providing fuel.   .  

 

Treasurers Report 

Disbursements $146,773.10 

Receipts $0.00 

 

Planning Commission Meeting 

Doug Fisher Anoka County Engineer, the City Planner and Engineer will be in 

attendance.  

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 Planning Commission Mtg. 04/03/2013 7:00 p.m.  

 Calendar of Meeting (Page 12) 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn. Second by Messina 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Emilia S. Robinson  

Deputy Clerk 


