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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

February 27, 2013 

 

 

The February 27, 2013 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were Council Members Denny Peterson, Jeff 

Duraine, Bill Krebs & Jessie Messina.  City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith, 

Jr., and Deputy Clerk Emmy Robinson. 

 

Absent:  None.  

 

Also in attendance were:   Dick and Jan Stiers, Rick Robinson, Bob Welsh, Tory Welsh, Jesse Preiner, 

Pat Preiner, Mary Preiner, Dan Mike, Jim Fraley, and Paul Ringell Forest Lake Times. 

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting - 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance – Tory Welsh, Scout Troop 9-414 lead the audience for the pledge of 

allegiance.  

 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 

3. Motion - Agenda Approval with Additions 

4. Motion - Approval of the North Metro - Liquor License Public Hearing Minutes 02/13/13 

5. Motion - Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 02/13/13 

6. Motion - Pay Bills as Posted 

Motion by Krebs to approve the consent agenda.  Second by Peterson.  Motion 

Carried.  

 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

6B. SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT INTRODUCTION (BRYAN FURST) 

Anoka County Sheriff Office representatives were present tonight, first to give an update on 

previous year activities and secondly to introduce the new deputies for Columbus.   Sheriff 

Stewart started by giving an update of improvements made this past year including an anti 

heroin initiative, and the prescription drug box program.  Other initiatives being worked on 

include the Towards Zero Death and Safe and Sober programs and the Taxi Squad which is a 

county wide collaborative effort and is half squad car half taxi vehicle which is used as an 

educational tool. The vehicle is under the Towards Zero Death grant program and is available 

for community events.  The Sheriff’s Office have added other events including Softball, 

hockey, bowling events and a polar bear plunge in 2012.  Sheriff Stewart invited the council to 

plunge with them next year.  Sheriff Stewart said he is available to the council at any time as 

is City Liaison Bryon Fuerst.  Sheriff Steward introduced Cory Ekum and Deputy Peter 

Mueller at this time. 

 

Bryon Fuerst gave a biography on the two deputies for Columbus. Deputy Ekum came to the 

county in 2007 and has a vast background in police work.  Deputy Mueller is new to the 

county and police work and is the relief person for Deputy Ekum.    
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Sheriff Stewart asked for input from the council on what services they would like to see.  The 

following requests were made:  

 Have the officers patrol all the roads in Columbus.  

 Stop in and talk to the business owners in the community.  

 Give the city feedback on recurring issues resulting in frequent ticketing so an 

alternative solution might be discussed.   

 

The new Public Safety Data System software is in progress, a startup date is not known at this 

time.  Deputies can pull specific police data reports if requested.    

 

6A. CITY COUNCIL JOINT MEETING MINUTES FEBRUARY 20, 2013 (HANDOUT)  

Motion by Messina to approve the City Council Joint Meeting Minutes from 

February 20, 2013. Second by Krebs.  Motion Carried.   

 

 

7.  SENIOR HOUSING STUDY (MARY BUJOLD - MAXFIELD RESEARCH) (PAGES 1-

24) 

A Preliminary Demand Estimate for Senior Housing in Columbus, Mn study dated February 

15, 2013 was included in the agenda packet.  Mary Bujold, Maxfiled Research Inc. reviewed 

the memo at this time.  

 

Ms Bujold explained that the geographic areas selected for the report.  In the Twin Cities 

market 18% of people ages 65 and older currently lives in some type of senior housing facility 

either with or without services.  Senior Housing tends to be used by people ages 75 and older.  

Assisted living facilities typically are people ages 80 and over.   

The preliminary conclusion shows support for additional senior housing units in Columbus 

over the next five years.   

 

Are facilities less likely to be built if they are not in close proximity to a hospital?  

No, Columbus is not too far from a hospital to attract senior housing developments.  

 

Ms. Bujold said typically, developers choose a combination of the various senior housing 

types to develop.  The minimum required is usually around 50 units, but she has developers 

who will build with less.   

 

The Attorney said even if Columbus is on the edge it’s helpful to create interest  now and get 

the word out to developers that Columbus is open to this type of development.   

 

Are age restricted facilities privately owned? 

Yes, they are typically townhomes and the typical age of people is mid 60’s.   

 

Are there any zoning changes that could be made to attract this type of developer? 

Generally a guided land use of mid density (12-15 units/acre) is needed to make this work.  It 

was noted that this is higher density than is in the code now, however the Attorney added that 
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that this would not be a major issue to change.  In addition, reduced parking counts are typical 

in the zoning for areas being considered for this type of development.   

 

What type of area is desired for this type of development?  (I.e. is the scenery/backdrop 

important)?  

Ms Bujold said it depends on the type of facility, Active Adult/Congregate facilities may 

prefer a more scenic lot, but Assisted living and Memory Care facilities may desire an area 

that has more activity.   

 

The Attorney added that advantages Columbus has include, sewer and water availability, 

large, fairly open sites that will allow for expansion of their facilities.  

 

Motion HRA 01100 by Messina to accept the Senior Housing Study by Maxfield Research as 

the final report.  Second by Krebs.  Motion carried.  

 

Excerpt from Maxfield Research, Inc. Preliminary Demand Estimate for Senior Housing in 

Columbus, MN report dated February 15, 2013. 
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8.  PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

Jesse Preiner presented for the Planning Commission tonight.   

 

The February 20
th

 Planning Commission meeting was a joint meeting between the 

Planning Commission and City Council.  Anoka County Engineer Fisher presented the 

two plans for the Quad 35 Transportation area.  Comments were taken from members of 

the audience who own property in the affected area.  No design was selected and 

additional information will be obtained and presented to the Planning Commission at 

their March 20
th

 meeting, the city council is invited to attend.  

 

There was discussion regarding what the Planning Commission should be considering 

at their March 20
th

 meeting including discussing access options to properties, the 

location of CSAH54 on Plan D, traffic counts and the other data being collected by 

staff.   

 

The March 6
th

 Planning Commission meeting is cancelled, however Planning 

Commission members were invited to attend the ColumBiz event which includes a 

review of the Quad 35 Transportation information and the Business Retention  and 

Expansion Program.  

 

9.  PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING PROPOSAL (PAGES 25-26) 

A letter from Karges-Faulconbridge, Inc. (KFI) dated February 20, 2013 was included in the 

agenda packet outlining the Scope of Work required to investigate the issues with 

condensation within the Public Works facility for a fixed fee of $4,000.  The City 

Administrator called Tim Pekron regarding the price for the study and he said the scope of 

work warranted the price.  The action is to decide whether to proceed.  

 

The consensus was the price for the study is too much, there was discussion regarding other 

options the city can do itself.  The presumption for the fix is to lower the humidity in the shop 

by possibly tying into the existing air exchanger in the building.   

The direction is: 

 Have 3 contractors submit bids.   

 Give the contractor a history of the project 

 Have the contractors write up the proposal to be presented to the council.  

 The council will select a contractor 

 The selected contractor will be asked to come before the council for a presentation of 

their proposal.  

The Attorney added that essentially the City will be taking on the project.  

 

Motion PWE 01200 by Duraine to direct staff to obtain quotes from ventilation contractors 

as noted above.  Second by Messina.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; 

Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

10.  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

No topic was raised for public open forum.  
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11.  FOREST LAKE CABLE COMMISSION RESOLUTION (PAGES 27-29) 

Council Member Duraine said the PEG fees have been negotiated at $1 and the density 

requirement has been negotiated down to 25 homes per mile, it is currently 40 homes per 

mile.  Negotiations are still taking place on the Franchise Agreement.  It was suggested that 

random roads be selected that are not served by cable and figure out the density.  Council 

Member Duraine will work on getting the density numbers.  Forest Lake and Scandia 

approved the extension.  

 

Motion ADM 05000 by Krebs to approve Resolution 13-04 Granting MidContinent 

Communications A Franchise Extension to June 30, 2013.  Second by Peterson.  Votes as 

follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - abstain; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion 

Carries. 

 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 

12. ENGINEER REPORT 

The Engineer was not in attendance tonight.  

 

13. ATTORNEY REPORT 

The Attorney said nothing has been posted for the racino bill yet.  

 

14. MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEMBER'S REPORT 

 

Council Member Peterson 

No report.  Council Member Peterson asked if the City Administrator would schedule the 

taxi car from the Sheriff’s Office for Fall Fest.  

 

Council Member Messina 

No report. Council Member Messina will not be at the Tree Board meeting and Bill Krebs 

will attend in his place.  

 

Council Member Duraine  

Forest Lake Cable Commission  

The next meeting is March 26th.    

Bus Service to St. Paul  

The threat  of discontinued bus service to St. Paul made the newspaper and was 

also on the local  news stations.   

Park Board 

The Park Board met and continued Arbor Day Planning;  they will not be selling 

strawberry plants  this year.   YMCA Park Play Days is coming up this summer and 

a flyer will be sent to Columbus Elementary for the students to take home .  The 

Park Board decided they will do a bean bag toss again at Fall  Fest  this year.  The 

City Administrator tried to recruit Park Board members for the BR&E program, no 

one was interested.  

 

Council Member Krebs  

No report.  
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Mayor Dave Povolny 

Michelle Benson called the Mayor and asked if the city would support a sewer 

waste treatment facil ity system in Hugo. The Mayor said he thought  the city 

would be interested. The Mayor will  clarify if this is the same as the Resolution 

approved recently for the six city coalition for water treatment services.   

 

The Mayor said the location for the March 7
t h

 Racing Commission meeting was 

changed to be at Columbus City Hall  instead of Shakopee.    

 

The Mayor will  not be in attendance for ColumBiz , none of the other council 

members were available to take his place .    

 

15. Deputy Clerk Report 

No report.  

 

16. City Administrator's Report 

John Freed email 

An email regarding what the city will do about the potential cancellation of bus 

service to St. Paul and tax relief for this loss was sent to all the council members 

except Council Member Messina because he does not have an email available for city 

use posted on the website.  The City Administrator offered to reply for the council 

with facts about the route and said that building another park and ride only 5 miles 

away is questionable,  It is not known at this time if the buses will be discontinued .  

The consensus was for the City Administrator to answer with facts on behalf of the 

council.  

 

I-35 W/E Meeting (Page 1) 

The next meeting of the I-35 W/E Coalition has been scheduled for Thursday, March 

7, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Hugo City Hall.  An RSVP is requested.  

 

Minnesota Racing Commission 

The next Racing Commission meeting will be Thursday, March 7, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. at 

the Columbus City Council Chambers.   

 

Statement from the Council  for Racing Commission Meeting 

The City Administrator asked if the council wanted a statement made on their behalf at 

the Racing Commission meeting.  The consensus was they did and they asked that it 

strongly emphasize their support for Economic Development and the Race Track, the 

local jobs it creates, the recreational activity it provides for the community,  the taxes 

it provides to the city.  In addition the Mayor will send a copy of the letter he drafted 

to the Racing Commission to the City Administrator  for additional information.   

 

Email 

An email was received regarding the light at Running Aces Blvd and the request is for 

a flashing yellow light.  The City Administrator contacted Anoka County and was told 
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the total cost would be approximately $27,000.  The consensus is the city can not 

afford to pay for this change.  There was also direction to find out if a sign for turning 

on red could be installed.  

 

DNR/Hegberg Property 

The City Administrator and Planner met with the DNR to discuss their interest in this 

property. At this point the DNR said they are not interested in acquiring Mr. 

Hegberg’s land, with that the council does not need to take any further actions .  The 

City Administrator will draft a letter to Mr. Hegberg.   

 

Land Swap (NW Quadrant Quad 35) 

The DNR said they would like to continue the discussion.  Chances are it would take 

two years to go through the process.  The consensus was to proceed with the 

discussion.  

 

Higgins Lake Property 

There has been no response from the DNR regarding the variance for the proposed 

house, it is assumed there is no opposition and there will not be an appeal.  

 

Video for website 

Council Member Messina said he is ready and the City Administrator contacted LATV 

to arrange a date for filming.  LATV is ready to film whenever the other council 

members have their information ready.  

 

 

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 Planning Commission Mtg. 3/06/2013 7:00 p.m. Cancelled  

 PC ColumBiz Invite 3/07/2013 

 Calendar of Meeting (Page 30) 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

Motion by Messina to adjourn. Second by Duraine.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Emilia S. Robinson  

Deputy Clerk 

 


