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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 

February 13, 2013 

 

The February 13, 2013 Economic Development Authority meeting for the City of Columbus was 

called to order at 6:07 p.m. by President Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were EDA 

Commissioners Tracie Wilson, Denny Peterson, Jessie Messina, Bill Krebs; and Jeff Duraine, 

Executive Director Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith, Jr., Planner Dean Johnson, and 

Assistant Secretary Emmy Robinson.  

 

Also in attendance:  Pat Preiner, Jesse Preiner.  

 

Absent: None.  

 

APPROVAL – MINUTES January 9, 2013 

Motion by Duraine to approve the Minutes of the January 9, 2013 EDA meeting as written.  

Second by Krebs.   Motion carried.  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

Motion by Krebs to approve the Agenda presented. Second by Wilson. Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The Executive Director indicated that there is no new business at this time.  Council 

Member Duraine distributed a Rush Line Corridor flyer to the EDA commissioners.  The 

Executive Director explained that no routes will be discontinued this year.  If a new park 

and ride is built in Centerville (Cty Rd 14) consolidation of the St. Paul routes make occur.  

 

OPEN BUSINESS 

Legislative Roundtable February 25, 2013 7:00 p.m. 

The roundtable discussion meeting has been confirmed.  Senator Benson, 

Representative Hackbarth will attend, however Commissioner Sivarajah cancelled as 

she has a conflict.  This meeting is open dialogue; EDA members can bring their 

questions, ideas, issues to the meeting.  

 

Business Retention and Expansion (BR&E) Program Update 

The Executive Director distributed a summary of the BR&E Leadership Team and Task 

Force roles sheet and workbook which will be used to complete the application.  The 

Executive Director reviewed the paperwork at this time.  

 

There are 6 positions that need to be assigned. It was noted that typically the Mayor is 

on the Leadership Team. The City Administrator takes on the role of “Overall 

Coordinator”.   

 

The Executive Director asked that all commissioners read through the materials and 

determine which role they want to take on.  The application cannot be completed 

without these roles assigned. Training is required to conduct the surveys.  
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There was discussion regarding the process and if the positions should be streamlined to 

better accommodate Columbus’ size and staff limitations and whether enough 

businesses could be recruited to participate.  The expectation of the EDA 

Commissioners was the consultant’s would be helping the city get started with the 

process.  It was expected that there would be between 20 – 25 businesses involved.   

 

The consensus was for each EDA commissioner to contact 2-3 businesses to see if they 

would be interested in participating. The Executive Director explained that this 

program is not meant for satellite offices of larger corporate businesses (i.e. Ziegler, 

Gander Mountain, Holiday, etc.) rather it is geared toward businesses located in the 

commercial district and larger businesses located in residentially zoned areas.  (i.e. 

Olsons Sewer Service) 

 

The Executive Director and Planner will be meeting with the BR&E representatives and 

will bring back additional information.   

 

The consensus was to have the consultants attend an EDA meeting to help the EDA 

members begin.  

 

City of Columbus – Website Video 

At the last meeting the concept of a video of the EDA Commissioners and commercial 

areas, etc. be created and ultimately uploaded to the EDA webpage.  The Executive 

Director distributed a sheet of “Talking points and ideas for visuals” that can be used by 

the commissioners to develop the video.  The video will be 2 – 3 minutes.  The intent 

is for each EDA member creates their own verbiage.  LATV will film and edit to create 

the video.  It was suggested that some of the businesses be added to the video (Running 

Aces, Cemstone, Bergens, etc.).    

 

2013 Goals (Page 1) 

A revised 2013 EDA Goals list was included in the agenda packet.   

The direction was to continue this to the next meeting 

 

Racing Commission Meeting 

Commissioner Wilson reviewed the discussion at the last Racing Commission 

meeting and said that “All Breed Simulcasting” contract Running Aces Harness 

Park has with Canterbury is about to expire.  It’s expected that the contract will 

lapse resulting in simulcasting of Harness Racing only.   

 

Entrance Columbus Signs 

No discussion was held.  

 

COMMITTEE OPEN DISCUSSION 

No other discussion took place.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
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TIF 101 Class 

The Executive Director will send the TIF 101 information to the EDA members.  

 

FYI: Anoka County Gardening Program (Pages 2-3) 

An invitation to attend a presentation by Willie Hendrickson, Founder Aveka Group hosted 

by the Anoka County Economic Gardening Program on Tuesday the 26
th

 of February, 2013 

at the Blaine Campus of Rasmussen Colleges was included in the agenda packet.  EDA 

members are invited to attend.  An RSVP is requested.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 
100 EDA General Fund Loan $420,142.17 
240 EDA Fund $22,523.23 

480 EDA Quad 35 Project Fund $3,096,224.00 (Land Value) 

481 EDA Quad 35 Bond Fund $18.08 
482 EDA Quad 35 RESERVE Fund $419,344.00 

 

Set Next Meeting Date: Next regularly scheduled meeting March 13, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The ColumBiz breakfast event is scheduled for March 7th, 2013 at 8:00 am.  Tony Palumbo, 

County Attorney will be speaking at the event.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn. Second by Duraine.    

 

Meeting adjourned at 7: 03p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Emilia S. Robinson  

Assistant Secretary EDA 


