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City of Columbus 

Regular City Council Meeting 

January 9, 2013 

 

 

The January 9, 2013 meeting of the City of Columbus City Council was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 

by Mayor Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were Council Members Denny Peterson, Jeff 

Duraine, Bill Krebs & Jessie Messina. City Administrator Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith, 

Jr., and Deputy Clerk Emmy Robinson. 

 

Absent:  None.  

 

Also in attendance were:   Mary Preiner, Pat Preiner, Jesse Preiner, Rick Robinson, Dick and Jan 

Steirs, Ed Cary, Cathleen Cary, Sue Copeland, Dennis Hegberg, Dan Mike, Andy Anderson.  

 

A. CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting - 7:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

B. CONSENT AGENDA 

3. Motion - Agenda Approval 

4. Motion - Approval of the Special City Council Meeting Minutes 12/21/2012 

5. Motion - Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 12/26/12 

6. Motion - Pay Bills as Posted 

 

Motion by Peterson to approve the consent agenda.  Second by Messina.  Motion carried.  

 

C. PRESENTATIONS 

7. Planning Commission Report 

Planning Commissioner Andy Anderson presented for the Planning Commission 

tonight.  Commissioner Anderson said they continued their discussion and 

approved the Copeland IUP, in addition discussions were held regarding the need 

for proactive planning vs. reactive planning, fiscal disparities taxation and its 

impact on Columbus businesses, these topics will be continued to future Planning 

Commission meetings.  At public open forum Council Member Krebs a made a 

presentation regarding high density single family housing in the Hornsby Street 

area between 145
th

 St and TH97.  Commissioner Jody Krebs distributed 

information regarding townhouse vs. the single family house markets.  Council 

Member Messina asked for a copy of the letter that was presented.  The City 

Administrator will email a copy to the council members.  

 

8. 18246 Lyons Street Evgen Variance Request (Pages 1-7) 

At the last City Council meeting the Attorney was directed to draft a resolution 

approving the variance request by Mr. Evgen.  The resolution is included in the agenda 

packet and the action is approval of the resolution.   
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Motion ADM 05000 PLZ 02400 by Peterson to approve Resolution 13-01 approving a 

Variance from the required shoreland setback of 150 feet to 110 feet for building a new 

home.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - nay; Messina - aye; Duraine - nay; 

Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

9. Copeland Residential Dog Kennel IUP Request (Pages 8-24) PC12-120 

The Planning Commission made a motion to forward to the City Council the application of 

Susan Copeland for an Interim Use Permit to operate a Residential Kennel with a 

recommendation for approval based on the findings of fact and recommendations in the 

Planner Memo dated December 13, 2012, condition (#25) was added regarding additional 

inspections quarterly for the first year and a change to finding #8 to reflect the current 

number of adult dogs which is 10 now.   

 

It was noted that condition #25 should state “quarterly” not four as the interpretation is 

different.  Four Planning Commission members visited the site to address the concerns of 

property owners nearby the kennel.  Planning Commissioner Howard added that the 

screening fence to the south is in disrepair, however the Planning Commissione did not 

make replacement a condition as they were told verbally the privacy fence would be put 

back up.  Council Member Peterson asked Mrs. Copeland (who was in the audience) if she 

would put the fence back up and she replied that she would try to have it back up by 

midsummer.  The council directed that this be added as a condition #26.  

 

Motion PLZ 01200 by Peterson to approve the application of Susan Copeland for an 

Interim Use Permit PC12-120 to operate a Residential Kennel at 14115 Lake Drive, 

Columbus, MN with a recommendation for approval based on the findings of fact and 

recommendations in the Planner Memo dated December 13, 2012 and the Planning 

Commission minutes dated January 2, 2013, and subject to adding condition (#25) to read 

“During the first year of this IUP quarterly four on-site inspections shall take place in 

addition to any inspections referenced in 18, 20 and 21 of these 

recommendations/conditions”, and to add condition #26 to read “The privacy fence along 

the south property line will be replaced no later than late summer 2013.” and a change to 

finding #8 to reflect the current number of adult dogs is 10 and the Planner’s Memo dated 

December 13, 2012 and the Planning Commission minutes dated January 2, 2013.  Second 

by Duraine.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; 

Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Findings of Fact for the IUP request PC12-120 by Susan Copeland at 14115 Lake Drive:  

1. An IUP application for a Residential Dog Kennel IUP was received from Susan Copeland 

(hereafter the “Applicant”), 14115 Lake Drive NE (hereafter the “Property”), on November 

28, 2012. 

2. The application was found to be complete.  

3. The 60-day review for the application terminates on January 27, 2013. The 120-day review, 

if necessary, will terminate on March 29, 2013.  

4. The Applicant keeps dogs as pets and for breeding. 

5. The Applicant has held a City license for keeping dogs since 1985. 

6. The Property is zoned Commercial/Industrial and contains a legal nonconforming residence.  
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7. The Property contains 4.39 acres, according to Anoka County records. 

8. The Applicant currently has 10 adult dogs on the Property. 

9. Based upon the size of the property, a maximum of six adult dogs is allowed. 

10. All dogs are kept within outdoor kennels.  

11. The outdoor kennels are individually fenced.  

12. The existing outdoor kennels are located approximately 10 feet from the nearest property 

line (southerly and northerly). 

13. There are no adjacent residences within 150 feet of the outdoor kennels. 

14. The Applicant’s Compliance Plan indicates gradual compliance with the maximum number 

of allowable adult dogs through natural attrition of existing dogs.  

15. The application for a Residential Dog Kennel IUP is consistent with the kennel regulations 

in the City Code. 

16. The Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on the proposed IUP on December 

19, 2012. 

 

Conditions for the IUP request PC12-120 by Susan Copeland at 14115 Lake Drive: 

1. After implementation of the Compliance Plan, the applicant shall be allowed to keep a 

maximum of six dogs, over the age of six months. 

2. Breeding, training, showing, and selling of the permitted dogs are allowed.  

3. All dogs require up-to-date rabies vaccinations. 

4. All dogs allowed out of doors will be contained on the Applicant’s Property by a security 

fence or privacy fence or will be under supervision and voice control. 

5. Dogs kept out of doors unattended for six or more hours shall have access to water and 

shelter. 

6. Dog kennels shall be kept in the current location or in any other location consistent with 

Section 7A-809 of the City Code. 

7. Dogs shall have access to clean water at all times. 

8. Dogs shall be fed nutritious foods on a daily basis. 

9. Food and water supplies and containers shall be kept in sanitary conditions. 

10. Dog food shall be kept in locations and containers sufficient to prevent vermin infestation. 

11. All dogs, including those under the age of six (6) months, shall be kept in safe conditions 

and treated in a manner promoting the dogs’ health and comfort. 

12. Dog excrement shall be removed and disposed properly from out-of-doors containment 

areas on a regular basis to prevent odor and infestation.  

13. All other applicable requirements and provisions for animal control, as described in Chapter 

4 of the Columbus City Code, shall be met. 

14. Dogs shall not be allowed to habitually bark and cause a public nuisance, as described in 

Chapter 5 of the Columbus City Code. 

15. The Applicant shall operate the Residential Dog Kennel consistent with all other 

requirements of the Columbus City Code. 

16. Dogs shall be kept and provided for in a manner consistent with the Minnesota Department 

of Agriculture’s “Best management Practices for Care of Dogs and Cats by Dealers, 

Commercial Breeders, and Brokers,” pursuant to 1994 Minnesota Laws, Chapter 642, 

Section 8, as may be amended from time to time. 
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17. The Applicant shall operate the Residential Dog Kennel consistent with the application 

submitted to the City and according to all other federal, state, and local laws, rules, 

regulations, guidelines, and ordinances. 

18. The Applicant shall allow City personnel and its agent’s access to the Property at any time, 

upon reasonable notice, to inspect the facilities. 

19. The Applicant shall complete the annual permit review requirements established by the City. 

20. IUP fees are intended to cover the City’s costs in administering kennel permitting, including 

at least one on-site inspection. 

21. The costs of additional inspections and remedial actions, required as a result of prior 

inspection follow-ups or resulting from complaints about the facility, shall be borne by the 

Applicant. 

22. Issuance of a Residential Dog Kennel IUP is not a substitute for or intended to replace other 

applicable requirements for permits, licenses or regulations by federal, state, or other units 

of government. 

23. The term of the IUP shall be ten years from the date of City Council approval of the IUP, 

contingent upon annual administrative review and the 5-year, mid-term compliance 

determination. 

24. Violations of the conditions of the Residential Dog Kennel IUP shall be grounds for permit 

revocation. 

25. During the first year of this IUP four quarterly on-site inspections shall take place in 

addition to any inspections referenced in 18, 20 and 21 of these 

recommendations/conditions.  

26. A privacy fence along the south property line will be replaced no later than late summer 

2013.   

 

10. Ordinance Revisions (Enclosure) 

A revised draft ordinance was included in the agenda packet with changes and 

clarifications the council made at their last meeting.    The City Administrator 

emailed a copy of an alternate plan (Simplified Plan) which the Mayor created for 

accessory building size; this was displayed on the screen at this time.  Mayor Dave 

Povolny reviewed the chart at this time.  A summary of the “Simplified” chart was 

displayed.  A written version of the information was included on the chart; the 

consensus was to remove the word “fraction” and replace it with “portion”.  The 

Attorney added that the graph would not be included in the code; the verbiage would 

be included in the code.  The chart could be kept at the front counter for reference.  

The action is approval of the ordinance.  The other changes to the ordiance were 

reviewed at this time with no changes.  (a copy of the “Simplified Plan” is included 

at the end of the minutes) 

 

Motion ADM 05000 by Krebs to approve Ordinance 13-01 Amending the City of 

Columbus Chapter 7A – Zoning Regulations, Chapter 7B – Sign Regulations, Chapter 

8 – Subdivision Regulations, Chapter 20, Forestry.  Second by Peterson.  Votes as 

follows: Krebs – aye, Duraine - nay; Messina - aye; Peterson - aye; Povolny - aye.  

Motion Carries. 
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Council Member Duraine pointed out that the amount allowed (for accessory 

buildings) with this change results in very large accessory buildings and he does not 

agree with the change.   

 

11. HEDBERG PROPERTY (ENCLOSURE) 

A letter dated January 30, 2012 from Jeff Carpenter, Realtor LaBelle Real Estate 

Group regarding a market analysis for property owned by Mr. Hegberg was included 

in the agenda packet.  The property is located on Howard Lake Drive and is adjacent 

to the west end of the Howard Lake Park property.  

 

Mr. Hegberg 843 12
th

 Ave SE, Forest Lake, MN was present to discuss this request 

because he said due to the Memorandum of Understanding the City has with the 

DNR, the DNR will not discuss this until the city has given permission to do so.  Mr. 

Hegberg said there is very little upland on the property.   

 

The City Administrator reviewed the section map of the area.  The Attorney 

reviewed the history of the master acquisition plan (Memorandum of Understanding) 

with the DNR and explained that this document outlines land in Columbus which has 

been pre-approved for sale to the DNR.  

 

An aerial of the property was displayed at this time.  There were suggestions 

regarding possible alternatives the city and Mr. Hegberg together could investigate 

that may be mutually beneficial.   

 

The consensus was to investigate other options between the city, Mr. Hegberg and 

the DNR and to give direction to staff to contact the DNR.   

 

12. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

No one requested to speak during Public Open Forum.  

 

13. JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT WITH BUREAU OF CRIMINAL 

APPREHENSION (PAGES 25-31) 

A Joint Powers Agreement between the City of Columbus on behalf of its City Attorney, 

Police Department and the Criminal Justice Agency was included in the agenda packet.  

The City Administrator explained that this agreement is required once every five years; 

however Columbus was not directly involved when it was a township and therefore this is 

the first agreement that has come before the Council since Columbus became a city.  The 

Attorney has reviewed the contract and noted that any fees come from the fine revenue 

collected so there is no cost to the city.  The action is approval of the agreement.   

 

Motion CON 00050 by Peterson to approve Resolution 13-02 approving State of Minnesota 

Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Columbus on Behalf of its City Attorney and 

Police Department with the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of 

Criminal Apprehension as depicted on pages 25 through 31 of the agenda packet.  Second 

by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; 

Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 
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14. BOARD OF APPEAL & EQUALIZATION MEETING DATES (PAGE 32) 

A Date Request Form for the 2013 Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting was 

included in the agenda packet.  The action is submitting first and second date choices.  

 

The dates selected were:  April 16
th

 at 7:00 pm or May 7
th

, at 7:00 pm.  

 

Item #17 was discussed at this time.  

 

15. ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS (PAGES 33-43) 

An organizational chart was included in the agenda packet.  Letters were received for the 

official paper from ECM Publishers Forest Lake Times, and Press Publications.  A 

reappointment request letter was included from TKDA (Engineer), the City has already 

approved contracts with the Auditor, Assessor, Animal Control and Forester.   

Letters of re-appointment were received from Andy Anderson for the Planning Commission 

and Mary Ann Hoyt for the EDAB.  (A copy of the organizational chart and Council 

committee assignments with the changes made tonight is included at the end of the minutes.) 

 

The appointments for the Organizational Chart were made as follows:  

Consultant, Contractor, Staff Assignments:  

No changes were made for 2013 to the following:  

Mayor ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dave Povolny 

Deputy Mayor  --------------------------------------------------------------------- Jeff Duraine 

Depository  ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Wells Fargo 

Legal Paper  ------------------------------------------------------------------ Forest Lake Time 

Engineer,  ----------------------------------------------------------------- TKDA/Larry Bohrer 

Planner  -------------------------------------------------- Resource Strategies/Dean Johnson 

Civil Attorney  ------------------------------------------------- Larkin Hoffman/Bill Griffith 

Criminal Attorney  ---------------------------------------------------- Barna Guzy/Jim Hoeft 

Auditor   ---------------------------------------------------------------- 2013 Tautges Redpath 

Assessor  --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ken Tolzman 

Animal Control ----------------------------------------------------  Animal Control Services 

Forester  -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sam Klocksien 

Data Practice Responsible Authority ----------------------------------- City Administrator  

Data Practice Compliance Official ------------------------------------- City Administrator  

Petty Cash Custodian.  ------------------------------------------------------ Deputy Treasurer 

 

Motion ADM 01100 by Peterson to reappoint the positions in the above list as depicted on 

page 34 of the agenda packet. Second by Duraine.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; 

Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Planning Commission  

There is a vacancy on the Planning Commission at this time and one reappointment 

request.  The direction to staff was to advertise for a month and contact the other 

applicants on file.   
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Motion ADM 01100 by Krebs to accept Mr. Andy Anderson’s request to be re-appointed 

to the Planning Commission for a three year term ending December 31, 2015.  Second by 

Peterson.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; 

Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

EDAB 

Three Board members were up for re-appointment, Ed Cary’s resignation has already 

been approved, Bruce Miller indicated he did not want to be re-appointed and Mary 

Ann Hoyt submitted a letter for reappointment.  

 

Motion ADM 01100 by Duraine to reappoint Mary Ann Hoyt to the EDAB for a two year 

term ending December 31, 2014.  Second by Krebs.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; 

Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Park Advisory Board, Tree Advisory Board, EDAB 

There are vacancies on these boards at this time. Interested parties can complete the 

application which is on the website or contact the City offices for more information.  

 

Rush Line 

The City Administrator explained that the need for the city to attend this meeting may 

no longer be needed as the bus routes have been added to Metro Transit’s permanent 

bus schedule.  Council Member Duraine indicated he would like to continue going to 

the meetings.   

 

Motion ADM 01100 by Peterson to delete the Rush Line meetings.  Second by Krebs.  

Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - nay; Duraine - nay; Krebs - aye; Povolny - 

nay.  Motion Fails. 

 

There was discussion regarding whether the city should pay for a liaison to attend the 

meetings, Council Member Duraine said he would attend one meeting and report back 

whether there is a need for Columbus to attend.  

 

City Council Committee Assignments 

The City Council Committee Assignments was reviewed at this time, the following 

changes were made: 

 

Public Works Advisory Board Add Council Member Krebs as alternate 

Forest Lake Cable Commission remove Council Member Peterson, Council Member 

Duraine will act as liaison.  

Rush Line Corridor Council Member Duraine (one meeting)  

 

A request was made that a key be added to the assignment list:  

A = Alternate and M = Main.  

 

Motion ADM 01100 by Krebs to accept the council assignments as depicted on page 33 of 

the agenda packet with the changes indicated above.  Second by Peterson.  Votes as 
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follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion 

Carries. 

(A copy of the organizational chart and Council committee assignments with the changes 

made tonight is included at the end of the minutes.) 

 

16. BR& E PROGRAM $1,000.00 ALLOCATION 

At the December 12, 2012 EDA meeting the BR&E Program was approved contingent 

on obtaining funding.  The EDA and City committed to $1000 each.  The EDA made a 

motion at that meeting to budget $1,000 to the program; the City Council needs to 

make a motion for this amount also.  

 

Motion HRA 00500 by Messina to authorize the expenditure of $1,000 for the Business 

Retention and Expansion Program from the City subject to securing the additional 

financial commitments by the other entities.  Second by Krebs.  Motion Carries. 

 

17. DISCUSSION & PROCESS - QUAD 35 TRANSPORTATION ALIGNMENT 

(HANDOUT AT MEETING) 

The City Administrator distributed a map of the area at this time.  Anoka County 

said they are unwilling to provide more alternatives and asked for a decision from 

the council on their preference for the alignment for CR54 (West Freeway Drive).   

 

There were concerns expressed regarding interchanges on the map that was 

distributed.  The Attorney suggested that the city may likely develop the property 

and local roads before the CR 54 project is started.  The Attorney added that if a 

public meeting is held the City Engineer and Planner should be at the meeting to 

provide input pertaining to current and future development.   

 

The consensus was the design on the handout distributed and displayed was the 

preferred design, not the “S” design previously presented.  The consensus was to 

hold a public forum meeting at the Planning Commission with the council attending.  

It was clarified that this meeting is a public forum not a public hearing.   

 

D. STAFF & CONSULTANT REPORTS 

18. ENGINEER REPORT 

The Engineer was not in attendance tonight.  

 

19. ATTORNEY REPORT 

Senior Housing Question 

At the EDA meeting tonight this discussion was moved to the City Council 

meeting.   

The Attorney said a Oak Grove had a similar program.  The county would only 

participate in projects requiring 50 units or more and the study done previously 

for the city at that time identified the need for 22 units in Columbus.  The 

County is no longer active in these projects.   

The City Administrator has a list of developers who work  in this area on these 

type of projects.  A preliminary demand estimate study would be needed to 



 

January 9, 2013  City of Columbus 

 
City Council 

9 of 15 

proceed.  The Planning Commission feels this option should be investigated.  

The preliminary demand estimate study would cost $2500.  No action was taken 

for a preliminary demand estimate study.  

 

There was discussion regarding the current zoning locations for multi unit 

developments and single family vs. town home development.   

 

A map of the area was displayed.  The areas discussed were on the north east 

corner of Hwy 97 and Hornsby Street south to 145
th

 Avenue and on the west side 

of Running Aces Blvd (Zurich Street) and west of Running Aces Blvd on Lake 

Drive.  The advantage to the areas is utilities  are available (except the far west 

area on Lake Drive).  The Attorney suggested that the focus area for these 

projects should be the 3 square mile commercial area.   

 

There was no action taken on this topic.  

 

Planning Commission meetings 

Mayor Dave Povolny suggested that the council consider removing the liaison 

from the Council to the Planning Commission and instead meet quarterly in a 

joint meeting with the Planning Commission.   

 

Mayor Dave Povolny also thought the Council and Planning Commission could 

glean ideas by voluntarily attending other city meetings.  A copy of the Anoka 

Record paper was given to all the members which list surrounding communities 

meeting dates and times.   

 

Motion ADM 04700 by Messina to add quarterly joint meetings of the Planning 

Commission and City Council and remove the City Council liaison to the Planning 

Commission.  Second by Duraine.  Votes as follows:  Peterson - aye; Messina - aye; 

Duraine - aye; Krebs - aye; Povolny - aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

The City Administrator said she would schedule the first quarterly meeting at the 

second meeting in February.  

 

20. MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEMBER'S REPORT 

Council Member Peterson 

No report. 

Council Member Messina 

No report.  

Council Member Duraine  

Council Member Duraine asked  for clarification of the 50 foot placement of 

the garage to the house in the new ordinance.  It  was explained that the 50 

foot would be measured out from the house.  

Council Member Duraine talked about a Sheriff contract  for a trailer park 

area that  was over $117,000  which seemed high.  

Council Member Krebs  
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No report.   

Mayor Dave Povolny 

Mayor Dave Povolny asked if Ziegler was interested in the BR&E  program.  

The City Administrator explained that the Greater MSP wants to have a 

regional BR&E and create a database of regional businesses.  Ziegler may be 

involved with this  as they are a regional business as is Gander Mountain .  

Mayor Dave Povolny asked if the city could contact them regarding 

expansion in Columbus.  

 

21. Deputy Clerk Report 

No report 

22. City Administrator's Report 

There is no treasurer’s report tonight.   

 

Copy Machine 

The City Administrator asked if the copier in the public works building could be 

moved to the Senior Center for their use and the use of others for a fee .  The 

Senior Center would be required to pay maintenance, purchase toner and any 

other paper or supplies.  The value of the machine is between $200 - $250.  The 

city would still own the machine.  The consensus of the council was to proceed  

with the move.    

 

Financial Meeting 

Mayor Dave Povolny asked if a financial meeting could be held.  The City 

Administrator suggested scheduling a meeting in March.   

 

Gun Laws 

Mayor Dave Povolny asked if the council wants to take a position on guns in 

light of the discussion regarding multi unit housing.  The City does not have any 

additional or more restrictive regulations in the code regarding guns than State 

regulations.   

E. ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 

► Planning Commission Meeting / January 16, 2013 7:00 p.m. (a liaison will not be sent)  

► Calendar of Meetings (Page 44) 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Krebs to adjourn. Second by Peterson 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

Emilia S. Robinson  
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Deputy Clerk 
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SIMPLIFIED ACCESSORY BUILDING CHART 
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