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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 

January 9, 2013 

 

The January 9
th

  2013 Economic Development Authority meeting for the City of Columbus was 

called to order at 6:09 p.m. by President Dave Povolny at the City Hall.  Present were EDA 

Commissioners Tracie Wilson, Denny Peterson, Jessie Messina, Bill Krebs; and Jeff Duraine, 

Executive Director Elizabeth Mursko; Attorney Bill Griffith, Jr., and Assistant Secretary Emmy 

Robinson.  

 

Also in attendance:  Pat Preiner, Mary Preiner, EDAB member Mary Ann Hoyt. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

APPROVAL – MINUTES December 12, 2012 

Motion by Peterson to approve the Minutes of the December 12, 2012 EDA meeting as written.  

Second by Krebs  Motion carried.  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

Motion by Krebs to approve the Agenda presented. Second by Peterson.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Annual Meeting (Organizational Changes?) (Pages 1-2) 

The EDA Bylaws state that the EDA Annual Meeting is held the second Wednesday of 

January.  The Mayor serves as the President.  The officers consist of a Vice President, 

President Pro Tem, Secretary, a Treasurer and an Assistant Treasurer.  The Vice President 

and the Treasurer shall be members of the board and are elected at the annual meeting.  The 

City Administrator servers as the Assistant Treasurer, Secretary and Executive Director.   

 

The EDA consensus was to confirm that their regular meetings will be held on the first 

Wednesday of the month as published and extra meetings can be called if needed and the 

positions remain unchanged from 2012.  

 

The officers are as follows for 2013: 

President:   Mayor Dave Povolny 

Vice President:  Council Member Peterson 

President Pro Tem:   Council Member Krebs 

Treasurer:  Council Member Duraine 

Executive Director City Administrator 

Assistant Treasurer:   City Administrator 

Secretary:  City Administrator 

Assistant Secretary Deputy Clerk 
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A sample invitation was included in the agenda packet.  The plan is to send 

the invitation out the first week of February.  Running Aces wants the count 

for breakfast by February 18
th

.  Staff will be calling all the businesses on the 

business list.  

 

The EDA consensus of presenters for the event are:  

 Quad 35 Transportation update - City Engineer 

 Legislative Update - Legislators are usually present and asked to speak 

at the event.   

 Business Retention and Expansion Program.  

 Taxes, what are they and what affects taxes for residents and businesses, 

comparison to other communities .  Attorney agreed to present as a 

donation 

 TIF 101.  The Attorney agreed to present as a donation.   

 Guest Speaker – Commissioner Wilson will talk to John Derus for a 

suggestion.  

 

There was discussion regarding what might entice people to attend,  it was 

suggested that some type of grand prize be given away.  The City 

Administrator noted that a giveaway item has been at the tables in the past  for 

everyone who attends.  No direction was given on this question.   

 

OPEN BUSINESS 

Entrance Columbus Signs (Bring your Ideas) 

Background:  At the October EDA meeting the consensus was the sign must be 

simple, large and lit .  It  was suggested at this meeting that signs be phased in 

over several years and possible donations be obtained from other businesses.  

The direction was to have everyone come back with a sign design or suggestion.  

The financials will be discussed after the design is decided upon.  

 

Several samples of signs were displayed on the projector  at this time including 

one that was on the face of a bridge.  The EDA Commissioners thought the 

bridge concept was very good.   

 

A suggestion was to use one of the billboards for a sign; however this option is 

cost prohibitive.  The City Administrator explained that Clear Channel already 

donates space and design work to the city if the city purchases the vinyl.  

 

There was discussion regarding placement of the sign, the consensus was that the 

Northwest quadrant or somewhere by the way station on I35 might be good locations.   

  

The City Administrator explained that the uncommitted dollars for 2013 is $8,000  

and that this money would be for all other projects, i.e. shovel ready program, hotel 

study, signs, etc. as the EDA has not designated funds for these other projects.    
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Mayor Dave Povolny asked if he and Council Member Messina donated time a 

materials toward the project if they could do this and what else would be required.   

 

The Attorney said there would be a resolution to accept the gift  and insurance 

coverage in the form of a comprehensive general liability policy would be required.   

 

A map of the northwest quadrant of Quad 35 land was displayed at this time.   

 

A suggestion was made that there could be “business of the month” area on the sign.  

The Attorney said that just like the business card rental space, this would have to be  

rented space that is available to everyone.   

 

The EDA consensus was to work on 1 sign for $4,000 as long as the sign has 

longevity.  This would be a spring project.  

 

Donations would be sought to cover additional costs for a sign.  Mayor Dave 

Povolny said he will bring this topic up at the ColumBiz Event.  

 

Legislative Roundtable January Date 

The EDA requested a breakfast be scheduled with the new legislative 

representatives as the representatives for Columbus have changed.  The date 

selected is January 24
th

.  The City Administrator asked for input on what topics 

the EDA would like for discussion.  Senator Benson and Representative 

Hackbarth will be in attendance.  

 

Topics: 

 Fiscal Disparities 

 MnPass Lanes 

 Expanding charitable gambling legislation.  

 JOBZ (being unfair to the City)  

 Racino Bill support 

 Metro Transit Area Taxing District –spread out more evenly. 

 DNR land swap in 2 areas of the Freeway District , the NW quadrant and a 

triangle area which is part of Lamprey Pass on the North East side of the 

freeway, this requires legislative approval.   

 

Senior Housing in the Freeway District.  

Mayor Dave Povolny asked if this could be discussed at the City Council meeting 

tonight.  

 

Economic Gardening Program Update 

Olson Sewer Service signed up for the program and was accepted.  

 

Business Retention and Expansion Program Update  

The application will be finished this month.  

2013 Goals (Page 4) 
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No discussion took place on this topic.  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 2013 GOALS 

1. Legislative Roundtable (January 24, 2013)– Breakfast – Senior Center) 

2. Marketing  

 Website Update EDA Page  

3. ColumBiz Event 

 March 7, 2013  8:00 – 10:00 a.m. – RAHP 

4. Advertise/Branding “Columbus”  

 Monument Signs at entrances to Columbus 

5.  Attracting New Development & Businesses – Retaining Current Businesses    

 Anoka County Gardening Program 

 Business Retention & Expansion Program  

 

COMMITTEE OPEN DISCUSSION 

None.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Holiday Business Card 

This topic will be discussed at the City Council meeting.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
100 EDA General Fund Loan 

240 EDA Fund 

480 EDA Quad 35 Project Fund 

481 EDA Quad 35 Bond Fund 

482 EDA Quad 35 RESERVE Fund 

 

 $420,142.17 

 $18,290.66 

 $3,096,224.00 (Land Value) 

 $14.63 

 $419,344.00 

Set Next Meeting Date: Next regularly scheduled meeting February 8, 2013 6:00 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Messina to adjourn. Second by Krebs.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

Emilia S. Robinson  

Assistant Secretary EDA 


